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   Newsletter   Summer Term 2007  
Engineering for the Future 

Welcome to our summer newsletter  
 
I am writing this introduction to our newsletter having just had to make 
the difficult but sensible decision to close the school on Tuesday 26

th
 

June (Primary and Secondary) and on Wednesday 27
th
 June 

(Secondary) due to a loss of power, and continuing transport problems 
around the area. I hope that by the time this newsletter is issued we are 
back to normal schooling, our community has power, and the weather is 
less inclement and more appropriate for this time of year! 

 
I am pleased to note that all children were able to return home safely after 
the torrential rainfall on Monday 25

th
 June. Consequently I would like to 

thank our children for the sensible and mature way that they managed 
issues during the day. This was especially the case for our children 
from the Darnall and Tinsley areas who had to undertake a long 
journey home after the buses were cancelled, and the children who 
had a very long and arduous journey home from the Yorkshire Mining 
Museum.  
 
Finally I would like to thank our staff, many of whom did not return home until very late, and a small 
number who did not get home at all but remained in school during the night! 
 
Despite this recent unusual weather our school has continued to make real progress. We have 
recently gained ArtsMark and Healthy Schools Status in recognition of our commitment to the 
Performing Arts and healthy lifestyles. 
 
I trust that this newsletter provides an insight into the varied life of our school and the many fantastic 
experiences enjoyed by our children. In addition I hope that you are made aware of those areas of 
school that we are continuing to improve for the benefit of all. 
 
Key Events  
 
Since our last newsletter a great deal has occurred. Our Y6, Y9 and Y11 students have all 
completed their statutory examinations. As usual we have been very impressed at the conduct and 
commitment shown by all involved. We hope that everyone enjoys real success when the results 
arrive in the late summer. Our Y10 students have completed an exceptional Work Experience 
consistently described by employers as óthe best everô.  Finally our Y5 and Y6 students performed 
brilliantly in the Crucible Main Theatre. These events are just part of a range of sporting, 
engineering, creative and performing arts experiences that are described within this newsletter. 
 
School Priorities  

 
The Basics  

 

As you would expect we are continually striving to improve the quality of our 
school. To this end you will note a number of small but significant initiatives 
currently being implemented in school. These include a positive recognition 
strategy to encourage students to arrive at school on time, dress in full school 

uniform and have the appropriate equipment ready to learn. I hope that you 
have received a post card congratulating your child, or that they have won 

student of the week! As a school we believe that adherence to these óbasicsô is essential for all 
students and ask parents to support us in this drive for further improvement and commitment to our 
school. Please note minor changes to our expectations regarding school uniform that will come into 
effect from September that are described later in this newsletter... 
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Hinde House Students Looking Smarter  

From September 2007 we hope that Hinde House students are going to be looking smarter - we will be 
sending you more details in the next couple of weeks, but here are some of the basics: 
 

ß Hinde House polo shirts with the logo will still be available, but you will also be able to wear a plain 
white or pale blue polo shirt without a logo - a much cheaper option as these are available at most 
super stores. 

ß We will no longer sell the Hinde House T-shirts, or the royal blue polo shirts, but students will of 
course still be able to wear any they already posses until they have grown out of them. 

ß No other T-shirt will be part of the Hinde House standard dress. 

ß We will no longer expect our students to wear tracksuit bottoms to school and certainly will not 
accept any logos or stripes. 

ß Our popular Hinde House sweatshirt will still be available in royal blue for Secondary and dark blue 
for Primary, and we will not want any other sweatshirt to be worn. 

ß Finally, to complete the smart look we will ask all students to wear black footwear - shoes or 
trainers will be equally acceptable. 

Ms Griffin 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

Additionally, we are continuing to improve the óhealthy credentialsô of our school through work with our 
school meals provider, and our expectations regarding fizzy/energy drinks in school. 
 
Finally attendance is currently at its highest level in our school history having risen by over 2% this 
year alone. This is a fantastic achievement which we will endeavour to beat next year. Please continue 
to support our school by encouraging the very highest levels of attendance from your child, and not 
taking holidays during school time. You should also note a major drive to improve punctuality from a 
small but persistent number of students in the morning and after lunchtimes. 
 
Learning  
 
Whilst we are continuing to focus upon the óbasicsô, the school is also looking 
critically at the ólearning experiencesô of each child. To this end we have been 
tracking and talking to a range of students to gain a better insight into their 
experiences during the day. After analysis this will be used to drive forward an 
agenda about improving the quality of student learning still further from 
September. I look forward to sharing our findings and strategy in our next 
newsletter. 
 
Finally, and on a personal note, I would like to thank the students, staff and Governors, for making my 
transition to Principal at Hinde House so smooth. I am confident that if we work together we can 
achieve some amazing things. 
 
I hope you enjoy reading our newsletter and have a wonderful summeré 
 

Chris French 
Principal 
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Year 9 students embarked on a health project in 
ICT at the end of their SATS exams. They all 
produced a Powerpoint presentation, posters 
and leaflets around the dangers of smoking in 
the lead up to the national smoking ban on  1st 
July 2007. 
The best of these Powerpoints will be shown in 
assembly with the others shown on the monitors 
in the dining room throughout the week 
beginning July 2

nd
.  

Healthy Lunchboxes  

Fizzy Drinks  

Many thanks to all those parents who have 
stopped sending their children to school with 
fizzy drinks or energy drinks. For health reasons, 
ranging from tooth decay and obesity to 
hyperactivity, we no longer expect either Primary 
or Secondary Phase students to have these 
drinks in school. Our request to parents 
has led to a resounding success in 
Secondary, with hardly any students 
ótrying it onô. There have been no such 
drinks in Primary for some time. 
Water is freely available to all 
students and water bottles 
can be purchased at student 
reception for 20p and 50p. 

Health Eating Policy  

Thanks again to those 
parents who gave us 
their views on our new 
food policy. This policy 
ensures that we satisfy all 
the rules and guidelines about 
healthy eating in school. If you would 
like to see a copy of the policy please see Kay 
Roe at Primary Phase. 

11
th
 June marked the launch of our cross-phase 

ó�K�H�D�O�W�K�\�� �O�X�Q�F�K�E�R�[�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�¶. Students in all 
years have been invited to design a healthy 
packed lunch and present this in the form of a 
colourful picture. Some students may choose to 
present their design in a different way and that 
will be great.  Healthy prizes will be awarded 
including family swims at Ponds 
Forge and badminton at 
Concord.  Secondary Phase 
students can get further 
information from the Library 
and Primary students 
should see Mrs Carr. 
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Mousaka & Tomato Herb Bread 
Sneaky Bean Pie & Jacket Potato 
Sweetcorn or Salad 
Apple & Rhubarb Crumble with custard 

Jamaican Jerk Chicken with rice & peas 
Vegetable Pitta pockets & baked herb potatoes 
Baked Beans or Salad 
Fruit Jam & Banana Pudding with custard 

Lamb Filo Tart & Jacket Wedges 
Vegetarian Toad in the Hole & Roast Potatoes 
Broccoli or Salad 
Apple Tart & Vanilla Sauce 

Pasta Spirals & Bolognaise Sauce 
Vegetable Mornay & Champ Mash 
Carrots or Salad 
Ginger & Peach Sponge with Lemon Sauce 

Battered Fillet of Cod & Chunky Chips 
Vegetable Korma with Rice & Peas 
Garden Peas or Salad 
Hot Chocolate Orange Fudge Cake 

Sample Menu of our school dinners available 
at Secondary Phase  

Anti Smoking  


